
Studio PDF Import 
 
Studio’s content import process will extract text and images from your PDF and map them to the 
appropriate blocks and input fields in Studio. This tool is intended to be a time saver, minimizing 
the need for copying and pasting the bulk of the original content from the source files. The 
resulting import will provide a good starting place for your content authoring in Studio. 
 
IMPORTANT: Please review your content carefully to fix content that did not successfully 
import. 
 

Most Successful PDFs Less Successful PDFs 

PDFs that consist primarily of text and 
images 

PDFs that are predominantly comprised of one 
or more of the following: 

● Tables 
● Math notation 
● Vector graphics 
● Complex page layout 

 
 
Prep your PDF for best results 

● Optimize for web display; do not use a print-ready PDF 
● Include a table of contents and PDF bookmarks 
● Make sure it’s under 750 MB size limit 

 
 
If your file generates an import error after the import has completed, this indicates 
that it may not be a PDF or is otherwise missing important information that is 
usually included in a PDF. We are alerted internally when such an error occurs, 
and we’ll reach out to help you with next steps. 
 

 
Need help? Send questions to: 
studio.support@vitalsource.com 

 
 
 
Importing content from existing PDFs into Studio is not an exact science. Results will vary 
depending on a number of factors. For more details about how different content elements may 
be handled, review the table below. 
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Content Element Import Details 

Headings 

 

Headings will be extracted into heading blocks unless the 
stylistic distinction between headings and body text in your PDF 
is negligible. 

Text 
 

 
 

Text will generally be imported without issue, however, some 
special characters such as hollow bullets, mathematical 
symbols, etc. that cannot be mapped back to unicode values will 
be replaced by missing character symbols: ▯. Be sure to replace 
these with the appropriate characters in Studio. 

Ordered and unordered 
lists 

The text in lists will import but manual editing in Studio may be 
required to improve the formatting. 
 

Images 

 

All detected images will be imported into your Studio product’s 
media library. In most cases, Studio will import images into an 
image block in the appropriate location, but some exceptions 
may occur. 
 

Vector graphics 

 

These are not detected and will need to be manually 
incorporated into your Studio product. 
 
Vector graphics are often used to create line art, diagrams, 
maps, music notation, graphs, geometric shapes, stylized 
elements, etc. 

Columns 

 
 

Single column layout imports consistently well. Multi-column 
format usually imports successfully but in some cases the 
correct reading order may not be preserved. 
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Content Element Details 

PDF bookmarks PDF Bookmarks will be preserved and will determine screen 
breaks in Studio. If there are no bookmarks, each PDF page will 
import as one Studio screen. In addition, the screen names will 
be numeric (Screen 1, Screen 2, etc.) and should be edited in 
Studio to create meaningful names. 
 
If your original document was created in Microsoft Word, 
Heading Styles used in Word will save as bookmarks when the 
Word doc is converted to a PDF. 
 
More info about PDF bookmarks. 

Question types 

 

The text of multiple choice, fill-in-the-blank, and essay questions 
will be imported, but Studio cannot automatically convert these 
questions into interactive question blocks.  

Rich text 

 

Regular, bold, and italic text should generally be preserved while 
underlined text will not. 
 

Page headers, footers, 
pagination 

These will be included with the imported content and will need to 
be manually removed in Studio, if desired. 
 

Font colors These will be matched to the closest color available in Studio. 
 

Side bars or call-outs 

 

The text in sides bars or call outs will be inserted into the text 
flow in close proximity to the adjacent text. 

Tables

 
 

Tables will not import and need to be created manually using 
Studio’s table block. In some cases, the text from the table will 
be imported into a text block where it can be used for copying 
and pasting into the table block or simply deleted. 
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Content Element Details 

Math notation 

 

Math notation will not properly import into Studio and needs to 
be created manually using Studio’s MathType editor. Look for 

this button in the block editor to access the math editor:  

Hyperlinks Link text will import but the link target will need to be configured 
using Studio editing capabilities. 

Drop Caps 

 

Drop caps will need to be re-entered in Studio as an inline 
character. 

All Caps In some cases, the correct capitalization is not preserved and 
will require editing in Studio. 
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